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DECEMBER 2016 CHURCH CALENDAR 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 
3:15-6:30 p.m. 
Serve a meal at 
Water Street 
Mission  

3 
2:00 – 4:00 
p.m. 
Community 
Coat Giveaway 
2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
Community 
Christmas 

4 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School  
9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time 
10:00 a.m. 
Main Worship 
Service 
Holy Communion 

5 
1:00 p.m. 
Ladies Bible 
Study 
 

6 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool 
6:15-8:00 
p.m. 
Ashlea 
Village 
Condo Mtg. 
7:00 p.m. 
Trustees 

7 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool 
6:15 p.m. 
Youth Nite 
7:00 p.m. 
Junior Knights 
7:00 p.m. 
Adult Bible 
Study 

8 
8:45 a.m. –3:00 
p.m. 
F. Hall/Kitchen 
reserved  
Prep for 
Ladies’ Tea 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool  
4:00-6:00 p.m. 
CC Kitchen 
Prep 
7:00 p.m. 
Prayer Meeting 
Service 

9 
8:45 a.m. –3:00 
p.m. 
F. Hall/Kitchen 
reserved  
Prep for 
Ladies’ Tea 
 
 

10 
8:45 a.m. – 5:30 
p.m. 
Fellowship 
Hall/Kitchen 
reserved (all 
day) 
1:00–3:00 p.m. 
Ladies 
Christmas Tea 

 
11 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School  
9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time 
10:00 a.m. 
Main Worship 
Service 
4:00-7:00 p.m. 
Piano recital – 
Sanctuary reserved 

12 
12:00 p.m. 
Ladies Bible 
Study 
Christmas 
Party 
(location to be 
determined) 
 

13 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool 
6:00 p.m. 
S.A.L.T. 
Meeting 
 

14 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool 
6:15 p.m. 
Youth Nite 
7:00 p.m. 
Junior Knights 
7:00 p.m. 
Adult Bible 
Study 

15 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool  
7:00 p.m. 
Prayer Meeting 
Service 

16 
6:00 p.m. 
Going Forward 
Widow/ 
Widowers 
Group 

17 
 

18 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School for 
all ages 
9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time 
10:00 a.m. 
Main Worship 
Service 

19 
No LBS  
 

20 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool 
7:00 p.m. 
Trustees 
 

21 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool 
6:15 p.m. 
Youth Nite 
7:00 p.m. 
Junior Knights 
7:00 p.m. 
Adult Bible 
Study  

22 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool  
7:00 p.m. 
Prayer Meeting 
Service 

23 
 

24 
7:00 p.m. 
 

 

25  
Christmas Day 
No Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time 
10:00 a.m. 
Informal Worship 
Service 

 

26 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
No LBS 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 

 

 
 



JANUARY 2017 CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
(optional) 
9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time 
10:00 a.m. 
Main Worship 
Service - Holy 
Communion 
Pork & Sauerkraut 
Dinner after 
Worship 

 

2 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
No LBS 

3 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool 

4 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool 
6:15 p.m. 
Youth Nite 
7:00 p.m. 
Junior Knights 
7:00 p.m. 
Adult Bible 
Study 

5 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool  
7:00 p.m. 
Prayer Meeting 
Service 

6 
3:15-6:30 p.m. 
Serve a meal at 
Water Street 
Mission  
 

7 

8 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School  
9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time 
10:00 a.m. 
Main Worship 
Service  

9 
1:00 p.m. 
Ladies Bible 
Study 
 

10 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool 
6:00 p.m. 
S.A.L.T. 
Meeting 
 

11 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool 
6:15 p.m. 
Youth Nite 
7:00 p.m. 
Junior Knights 
7:00 p.m. 
Adult Bible 
Study 

12 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool  
4:00-6:00 p.m. 
CC Kitchen 
Prep 
7:00 p.m. 
Prayer Meeting 
Service 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School  
9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time 
10:00 a.m. 
Main Worship 
Service 

 

16 
1:00 p.m. 
Ladies Bible 
Study 
 

17 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool 
7:00 p.m. 
Trustees 
 

18 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool 
6:15 p.m. 
Youth Nite 
7:00 p.m. 
Junior Knights 
7:00 p.m. 
Adult Bible 
Study 
(secretary 
medical leave 
begins) 

19 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool  
7:00 p.m. 
Prayer Meeting 
Service 

20 
6:00 p.m. 
Going Forward 
Widow/ 
Widowers 
Group 

21 
 

22 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School for 
all ages 
9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time 
10:00 a.m. 
Main Worship 
Service 
 

23 
1:00 p.m. 
Ladies Bible 
Study 
 

24 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool 
7:00 p.m. 
Council Mtg. 

25 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool 
6:15 p.m. 
Youth Nite 
7:00 p.m. 
Junior Knights 
7:00 p.m. 
Adult Bible 
Study 

26 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool  
7:00 p.m. 
Prayer Meeting 
Service 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School for 
all ages 
9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time 
10:00 a.m. 
Main Worship 
Service 
Soup orders due 

30 
1:00 p.m. 
Ladies Bible 
Study 

31 
9:00-12:00 
Preschool  
 

    



DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  
12-03 Allison Krantz 

12-04 Steven Ibach 

12-08 Hazel Weaver 

12-08 Donna Sauder 

12-09 Joan Rios 

12-10 Chloe Martin 

12-15 Eleanor Hart 

12-17 Ramon Royer 

12-28 Paul Wagner 

12-30 Donald Harach 

12-31 Daniel Bich 
 

 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES  
12-05 Dennis & Doris Summers 

12-07  James & Lisa High 

12-07  Steven & Dorcas Ibach 

12-10  Ronald & Phyllis Russell 

12-11  Anthony & Alissa Weinhold 

12-17  Scott & Sarah Wilson 

12-21  Lyn & Dawn Sweigart 

12-22  James & Dottie Ranck 
 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  
01-01 Joanne Eidemiller 

01-01 Richard Law 

01-01 Barbara Houck 

01-01 James Gerber 

01-02 Jared Weaver 

01-03 Skyler Ehly 

01-05 Edmund Howell 

01-07 George Zigich 

01-07 Dave (Swamp) Feinauer 

01-08 Constance Kennedy 

01-08 Steven Russell 

01-09 Marilyn Heller 

01-12 Marlene Dyer 

01-12 Doris Summers 

01-14 Pamela Fryberger 

01-15 Clariss Reynolds 

01-16 James Cebular 

01-22 Donald Weaver 

01-23 Charles Frantz 

01-25 Nathan Kramer 

01-29 Charles Fitts 

01-31 John Keretzman 
 

 

 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES  
01-01 Guy & Betty Lou Hull 

01-16  William & Darlene Bair 
 

 

DIRECTORY UPDATES: 
 

Change of address 
Paul Wagner 

6520 Lakeview Ct. 

New Market, MD  21774-6611 
 

Military change of address: 

 PFC Carrie Martin, grand-daughter of Fred & Lois 

Brownlee, has been transferred to a US Army technical 

training school in Arizona.  Due to security reasons, we 

cannot publish her address.  If you want to write her, contact 

Lois or Fred for her address. 

Please note: 
 Ron and Phyllis Russell’s daughter, Lisa Beiler, has 

cancer and is struggling with the side effects from strong 

chemotherapy treatments.  Please keep the family in your 

prayers and pray for strength and healing for Lisa. To send a 

card or note to Lisa, please send to:  Lisa Beiler, 435 Short 

Road, Mount Pleasant Mills, PA  17853. 
 

 

COMMUNITY MEAL 
 

The next Community Meal is coming up 
on Wednesday, December 7.  There is 
a sign-up sheet at the back of the 
Sanctuary for helpers for the Community Meal.  You can 
sign up to help prepare from 2 or 3 to 5 p.m., or to greet, 
serve and clean up from 5-7 p.m. Thank you for 
everyone’s support.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Eileen Voran at 717-656-4673. 

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
 

SERVICE PROJECT 
 

After the Community Meal on December 
7th, we hope you will stay to help pack New 
Year Bags of Cheer for Anchorage 
Breakfast TEAM.  We are making 400 bags—all supplies 
are purchased—we are simply assembling the bags, and 
are looking for help on the 7th of December, and monetary 
donations to recoup the $1,200.00 worth of supplies that 
have been pre-purchased.  The EUMC crew will be doing 
New Hope, New Year themed bags.  We hope you can 
help!   

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
 

THANK YOU 
Dear E.U.M., 

 Thanks for your constant encouragement, faithful 

prayers, and the financial support!  I’m glad to be able to 

represent Christ (and you) in Kenya.   

Merry Christmas, Stephanie Lowery 
 
.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
 

E.U.M. Family, 

 Another year blessed richly by your love, prayers & 

monthly support.  Thank you for enabling me to do what I 

love—make Jesus known thru AIM in Africa.  I couldn’t do 

this without you so thank you very much.  I look forward to a 

short term assignment in Kenya, Dec.—Feb.  Excited to see 

God at work there… 

With thanks, Jeanie Lowery 
 
.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
 

GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD, FOR HE IS GOOD 

Psalm 107:1 NIV 
 

Dear Folks of EUMC,  

Happy Thanksgiving! The verse above says it all!  

Giving thanks to the Lord for He is good and all He does is 

good.  Thank you for your faithful financial and prayer 

support over the years!  You are a valued member of my 

support team and because you are, I am able to continue 

serving the Lord in Ireland.  Because of your part in the 

work, people are hearing the truth of the gospel message, 

coming to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and growing in 

their walk with Him. 

In our Savior’s love, 

Jessie Van Schepen 



tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜǎ   -   
 

 

ά¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 9ǘŜǊƴŀƭ [ƛŦŜέ 
- Some Theology, Doctrine and History from the Pastor's 
Papers  
 

Last issue of our newsletter I reprinted my personal answer 

to one of the questions United Methodists are asked when we 

seek to be approved as Local Pastors or commissioned on 

their way to becoming Ordained Elders in the denomination.  

We are expected to answer in such a way that we confirm our 

theological understanding of the subject and our knowledge 

of United Methodist doctrine, history and polity and give 

evidence from the Scriptures. 

 

This month I'm reprinting another of my answers to one of 

the many questions I have had to answer en-route to being 

commissioned for elder's status. 

 

Question: What is your understanding of the kingdom of 

God; the Resurrection; eternal life? 

 

The reign of God is not just something that is coming, some 

distant hope - it is a reality that is already with us, even 

though we are often unaware of it and never see it clearly.  

  
We see this in Luke: "One day the Pharisees asked Jesus, 

'When will the Kingdom of God come?' Jesus replied, 'The 

Kingdom of God can’t be detected by visible signs. You 

won’t be able to say, "Here it is!" or "It’s over there!" For the 

Kingdom of God is already among you.” (Luke 17:20-22 

NLT) 

 

Even though God's reign is invisible, it is a reality in and for 

us because we have become part of God's reign by the 

intervention of Christ in our lives. "He has enabled you to 

share in the inheritance that belongs to his people, who live 

in the light. For he has rescued us from the kingdom of 

darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear 

Son, who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins." 

(Colossians 1:12-14 NLT) 

 
The kingdom of God is where God’s will is done; where God 

reigns; where God is in charge.  We pray regularly for that 

reign to come on earth as it already is in heaven.  Paul tells 

us that our citizenship is in heaven. (Ephesians 2:19-20) Our 

native soil; source; home is where God reigns. Paul said, 

"But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ 

lives. And we are eagerly waiting for him to return as our 

Savior."  (Philippians 3:20) Citizenship is something that the 

people of Philippi would understand well because of a 

practice that began eighty years before Christ's birth: At 

strategic locations in conquered territories, the Romans 

planted colonies and then populated them with retired 

soldiers and their families who had been rewarded with full 

citizenship.  

 
Each colony-city was run like a miniature copy of Rome - 

with all the benefits of Roman culture.  This policy was 

meant to keep people from "going local" - identifying with 

local cultures. We are a colony of heaven. We do not belong 

to the local culture. We are in the world, but we are not 

citizens of it.  Our primary allegiance is to Christ; to our 

faith. Wherever we came from or whomever we have been or 

however long we have been citizens; we jointly share the 

responsibilities of our homeland. As citizens, we are no 

longer strangers or foreigners from one another.  

  
Andy and Sally Langford write, "United Methodists also 

believe with other Christians that the reign of God is both a 

present and a future reality.  God's reign has arrived already, 

in that already we are empowered by God's Spirit to become 

more like Jesus.  We see evidence of God's present kingdom 

when church members share a meal at a homeless shelter, 

join hands to bring disaster relief, and make room in their 

congregations for strangers and newcomers. Believing that 

God's reign is already breaking into our world, United 

Methodists actively engage in social and political reform and 

do not shy away from taking positions on controversial social 

issues." 

 

Because we are the Body of Christ, we are invested with 

Christ's presence and can demonstrate the reality of Christ's 

reign in human lives in an incarnational way. It happens right 

here, right now, in real time. It happens through real 

relationships with real people who need God and the care 

that God provides now - not only in the future.  

 

The Langfords continue: "United Methodists know, however, 

that the reign of God is also a future reality.  We share with 

other Christians the hope that God's redemptive and 

renewing work will be fulfilled in God's realm at the end of 

time."   

 
While the kingdom of God lives in us, it is also obvious in 

the world that there is much here and now that is antithetical 

to that reign.  

 

Michael Frost says that the mission of the Church is to 

"announce and demonstrate the universal reign of God 

through Christ."  We who are Church are simply called to 

help people see that reign present in this world.  He says: 

"Imagine a friend locked in a small room. This room is dirty, 

dusty, full of clutter. In fact, the dirt is so substantial that the 

windows in the room are completely and totally covered in 

grime, so much so that no light from the outside is able to 

enter the room. Outside the room, the sun is beginning to 

rise. A beautiful sunrise is quickly developing. Your friend 

has never seen a sunrise. What would you do to show the 

beauty of the developing sunrise to your friend? Clean the 

window! Cleaning the window would allow your friend the 

ability to see a sunrise for the first time. But the grime is so 

thick that cleaning the window takes time. At first, your 

friend is only able to see a gradual brightening in the room. 

Then little bits of orange colored light begin to shine 

through. As you clean, more and more of the beautiful sight 

outside becomes visible and the beauty of the sunrise 

becomes reality for your friend."   

 

We do not create the beauty of the sunrise - the reign of God 

- we only strive to make it visible to others. Believers clean 

windows in this world by announcing and by demonstrating; 

by both their words and their actions. Paul admonished the 

people in the church at Corinth, "...the Kingdom of God is 



not just a lot of talk; it is living by God’s power." (1 

Corinthians 1:20 NLT)  People won't believe what we say if 

we can't give them at least a glimpse of light coming through 

us.  As we clean the windows, we too are grimy, as are the 

rags we use in cleaning (our approaches to sharing).  

However, it is our task to reveal as much as possible, as well 

as we possibly can.  

 

It is only through Christ that we have any ability or power to 

reveal anything concerning God's kingdom. It is only through 

Christ that we have any hope of being part of that reign.  

Christ's resurrection leads to new life for us and the 

fulfillment of the kingdom. Paul wrote, "Christ has been 

raised from the dead. He is the first of a great harvest of all 

who have died. So you see, just as death came into the world 

through a man, now the resurrection from the dead has begun 

through another man. Just as everyone dies because we all 

belong to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ will be 

given new life. However, there is an order to this 

resurrection: Christ was raised as the first of the harvest; then 

all who belong to Christ will be raised when he comes back. 

After that the end will come, when he will turn the Kingdom 

over to God the Father, having destroyed every ruler and 

authority and power." 

 
So the same hope that leads to our new life here leads to a 

new life in eternity. The reign of God is a present and future 

hope.  Wesley notes: “The kingdom of heaven and the 

kingdom of God are but two phrases for the same thing. They 

mean, not barely a future happy state in heaven, but a state to 

be enjoyed on earth…. In some places of Scripture the phrase 

more particularly denotes the state of it on earth; in others, it 

signifies only the state of glory; but it generally includes 

both”.    

 

Wesley, though eminently practical and concrete in many 

aspects, was always focused on that future state.  He 

encouraged believers “...by cultivating holiness in all its 

branches, to maintain hope in its full energy; longing for that 

glorious day, when, in the utmost extent of the expression, 

death shall be swallowed up forever, and millions of voices, 

after the long silence of the grave, shall burst out at once into 

that triumphant song, O death, where is thy sting? O hades, 

where is thy victory?”  

 

The resurrection is the basis of our future hope as believers.  

Moreover, in this, Christ's resurrection must be a very real, 

physical event, or there is no real hope. This is no symbolic 

representation of life - it is life itself being expressed in the 

face of death. God saying, "Nevertheless, I AM!" 

 
Like the reign of God, it is both accomplished and future - 

accomplished in Christ and to be fulfilled in our lives in our 

own resurrection. Paul wrote, "Since we have been united 

with him in his death, we will also be raised to life as he 

was." Having died to our old way of living we are given new 

life and will be raised to life with him - a life lived in 

eternity. 

 
Moreover, it is an eternity lived in the presence of God, as 

opposed to the alternative - eternal separation from God.  

Life has won out for those who believe, and there is no 

condemnation. Grace has prevailed. Paul wrote, "So just as 

sin ruled over all people and brought them to death, now 

God’s wonderful grace rules instead, giving us right standing 

with God and resulting in eternal life through Jesus Christ 

our Lord." (Romans 5:21 NLT) 

 

Blessings! 

Pastor Rob  
 ...............................................................................................  
 

Our Christmas Season Plans! 
(And Beyond) 
 

Christmas is coming up fast and it's 

important to be sure to get those things that actually celebrate 

Christ into our schedules as our priority for the season!  This 

is one of those unusual years when Christmas Day is on a 

Sunday, so we're going to be doing things a little differently, 

while keeping our traditional favorites! 

 

Advent begins on Sunday, November 27th and we'll 

continue our tradition of candle lighting. 

 

On Sunday, December 4th we will celebrate with our 

Christmas Communion in Song, remembering that the 

point of Christmas is not just the birth of a child, but the fact 

that salvation came into the world - a salvation that would be 

made real in the Messiah's life and sacrifice for us. 

 

This Christmas Eve we will be celebrating at 7:00 pm 

on Saturday, December 24th We will have a wonderful 

Candlelight Service featuring favorite Christmas songs, 

dramatic scenes, the beauty of our sanctuary lit throughout 

the service by hundreds of candles and the amazing message 

of God’s light coming into the world! 

 

Near the beginning, our worship service will feature a 

special time for the children in your family and our 

community including the "Magic of Christmas" featuring 

Pastor Rob’s magic illusions and storytelling as he uses 

magic illusion to illustrate and delight. There will be other 

elements throughout our worship time to help children enjoy 

the entire service. 

 

The service will culminate with the singing of "Silent 

Night" with candles in hand and with our Christmas Miracle 

Gift that we are giving away to causes - local, regional and 

global! 

 

Come yourself, bring your family, invite your friends 

and neighbors to this beautiful celebration!  

 

On Sunday morning - Christmas Day - we will have 

an informal service as a Christian family.  It will be a family 

worship get-together and you are asked to come dressed 

informally, as you would to a family gathering at home.  It 

will be a wonderful warm time praising God and just being 
together! 

 

Finally, we will NOT be having a Watch Night service 

this year, since New Year's Day is on Sunday, January 1st.  

Instead we'll have an extra special church family celebration 

that Sunday morning. 



Current Message Series –  

Fully Christmas   
 

Last year we talked about how Christmas is 

not our birthday; it’s Jesus’ birthday.  That's 

an important thing to keep in mind. 

Christmas should never be about our desires, 

our traditions, our expectations... but then 

what does it mean for us to take Christmas personally? How 

can we fully experience the holiday? We can experience 

Christmas fully, and completely new every year, if we keep 

in mind five things that are a central focus for our 

celebration: Hope, Wonder, Truth, Peace and Grace. 

 

November 27 - Part 1: Thankfully Christmas 

Pastor Rob will be away this week, so Lori Potts will be 

offering her own twist of the Fully Christmas theme, looking 

at thankfulness at Christmas. 

 

December 4 - Part 2: Hopefully Christmas 

Christmas is supposed to be the most wonderful time of the 

year.  Yet it’s a well-documented fact that people struggle 

more with discouragement and depression during the 

holidays than at any other time.  One survey reported that 

forty five percent of all Americans dread the Christmas 

season because it’s a reminder of an absent loved one, a lost 

opportunity, a painful divorce, or unrealized dreams as one 

more year passes by. So what can we do to get through the 

holiday blues? That can be summed up in one word - Hope.  

Hope is the essential ingredient for the kind of life that Jesus 

wants for us. 

 

December 11 - Part 3: Wonderfully Christmas 

The Magi in Matthew 2:1-12 give us a rich example of how 

to worship Christ the Savior. We learn from Matthew’s 

account that Christ was born in Bethlehem as predicted by 

the prophet. The Magi followed His star from the east and 

searched out what was written about the Savior – all so that 

they might come and worship him! Considering the Magi’s 

example, we'll look at six ways we might worship Christ the 

Savior: this Christmas season. 

 

December 18 - Part 4: Truthfully Christmas 

Many people miss Christmas due to their too-busy schedule, 

focus on tradition over truth, or fear of giving up control.  In 

today’s world, it takes presence of mind to stop, look and 

listen in order to keep Jesus in the center of the Christmas 

celebration. Regardless of your stage of life, Jesus is waiting 

for you to set aside some personal time for him each day. 

When you put God in first place you find that your schedule 

will allow you to take some time together so you don’t miss 

Christmas. 

 

December 24 - Christmas Eve - Part 5: Peacefully 

Christmas 

At Christmastime we hear a lot of songs and talk about 

peace. But the peace the world gives is phony and fragile. It 

doesn’t last. Only Jesus can extend the Christmas gift of real 

peace, and only to those whose hearts are ready and willing 

to receive it. There are three kinds of peace Jesus offers us: 

1) peace with God; 2) peace within ourselves; and 3) peace 

with others.  

 

December 25 -  Christmas Day - Part 6: Gracefully 

Christmas 

After all the Christmas stuff is put away and everything is 

cleaned up, we feel like we can go on with life. Christmas is 

over until next year and in some ways that is a relief. But if 

we rightly understand Christmas, it's not over at midnight of 

December 25. It's not even over when "Christmastide" ends 

on January 6. Christmas is actually just the beginning of the 

Christian year and not the end; it's just the beginning of a 

year filled with God's grace. 
 

† † † † † † † 
 

First Message Series for 2017 

Presence and Passion  
 
A very short (two-week) series on God's 

presence in our lives and the passion that 

God inspires in us to draw closer to God, hold closely to one 

another, and show mercy and love to all people. 

 

January 1 - Epiphany/Covenant Sunday - Part 1: Hungry for 

God’s Presence 

January 8 - Part 2: The Truth about Zeal 

 

Second Message Series for 2017 

RE: BUILD - Lessons from Nehemiah on Renewal and 

Purpose 
 

A comprehensive look at the book of Nehemiah in the Old 

Testament and the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem 

almost 2500 years ago and how that experience is part of a 

blueprint for our lives today in the 21st century. 

 

* January 15 - Part 1: Leading Like Nehemiah 

* January 22 - Part 2: Praying Like Nehemiah 

* January 29 - Part 3: Planning Like Nehemiah 

* February 5   Part 4: Motivating Like Nehemiah 

* February 12 - Part 5: Organizing Like Nehemiah 

* February 19 - Part 6: Responding Like Nehemiah 

* February 26 - Part 7: Resolving Conflict Like 

Nehemiah 

* March 5 - Part 8: Resisting Temptation Like 

Nehemiah 

* March 12 - Part 9: Consolidating Like Nehemiah 

* March 19 - Message: Part 10: Achieving Like 

Nehemiah 

* March 26 - Message: Part 11: Committing Like 

Nehemiah 

* April 2 - Part 12: Living Like Nehemiah 

 ................................................................................................  

 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 
The Ladies Bible Study Christmas party will be held on 

Monday, December 12
th

 at 12:00 p.m.  Watch your bulletins 

for more information to come… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Friends,  
 

It’s hard to believe Christmas is already 

here! It feels like just yesterday that I was 

wearing capris and basking in the sun (with 

ample sunblock applied, of course).  

I would like to begin my letter this month by 

thanking every person who helped make Community 

Christmas happen this year. From my wrapping helpers to 

those who greeted the children, THANK YOU!  

Our youth will enjoy their annual retreat in January 

where we will wrap up our unit on Parables with some fun 

activities and time together. Our Black Friday fun night was 

a blast!  

Our children on Sunday mornings and Wednesday 

nights are enjoying a course of study on the Old Testament. 

In November, we focused on Creation and Noah and we will 

enjoy learning about Moses and Joshua in the coming 

months.  

It’s soup time again! Order forms will be available 

the first Sunday in January and the orders are due by the last 

Sunday in January. Soup will be available the first Sunday in 

February – the same day as the Big Game!  

Nursery helpers are still a need! If you would like cuddle 

time with one or more of our many new babies, this is a great 

way to get it! Please see me to sign up.  

Thank you for your continued support and love!  
 

~Sarah Voran 

† † † 
 

KITCHEN MINISTRY NEWS 
 

Ladies: A last minute reminder 

about the Christmas Tea on Saturday, 

December 10, 1-3 pm.   

Reservations are being taken in the library from 9:30 

to 10:00 am and following the Worship Service on Sundays, 

November 27 & December 4. Suggested donation is $15.00 

per person.  Proceeds will benefit the KM, Cross Connection 

Suppers and Community Meals. 

There will be 11 beautiful tables decorated by 

friendly and creative hostesses. Fellowship Hall will be 

transformed in lovely Christmas decor.  

Delicious savories, sweets & tea will be prepared by 

the KM and served to you. 

Lovely door prizes will be given away. 

Come, treat yourself for a couple hours. Invite 

family & friends and enjoy the entertainment and fellowship 

with one another!   

Hope to see you there! 
 
NEW YEAR'S LUNCHEON 
 

A Pork & Sauerkraut Luncheon will be served following the 

Worship Service on Sunday, January 1! 

 

Come celebrate the beginning of 2017 with friends & family 

and "leave the cooking to us"! 

 

 

WHAT’S UP NEXT AT EUMC? 
Sunday 

8:45 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. – Sunday School for all ages 
9:30 a.m. – Fellowship Time in the Chapel 

10:00 a.m. – Main Worship Service 
 

Monday 
1:00 p.m. Ladies Bible Study  

 

Wednesday 
6:15 p.m. Youth Nite; 7 p.m. Jr. Knights   

7 p.m. Adult Bible Study  
 

Thursday 
Evening Prayer Meeting – 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel 

 ...............................................................................................................  
1st Friday/month – Serve a Meal at WSM  

– 3:15-6:30 p.m. 
2nd Tuesday/month – S.A.L.T. Meeting 6 p.m.  

3rd Tuesday/odd # months – Trustees – 7 p.m. 
4th Tuesday/odd # months - Church Council -7p.m. 

1st  Wednesday/month serve “Community Meal”  
–2nd Thursday/month – CC Kitchen Prep – 4 to 6 p.m. 

3rd Friday/month - Going Forward Widows/ 
Widowers Group – 6 p.m. 

 ...............................................................................................................  

× Dec. 3 – Community Coat Giveaway – 2 to 4 p.m. 

× Dec. 3 – Community Christmas – 2 to 5 p.m. 

× Dec. 4 – Holy Communion 

× Dec. 6 – Ashlea Village Mtg. 6:15-8 p.m. 

× Dec. 6 – Trustees 7 p.m. 

× Dec. 7 – Community Meal in Fellowship Hall – 5:30 
p.m.; Packing Cheer Bags after the Meal 

× Dec. 8 – Fellowship Hall/Kitchen reserved – 8:45 
a.m. to 3 p.m. (Prep for Christmas Tea) 

× Dec. 8 – Cross Connection Meal Prep 4 to 6 p.m. 

× Dec. 9 – Fellowship Hall/Kitchen reserved – 8:45 
a.m. to 3 p.m. (Prep for Christmas Tea) 

× Dec. 10 – Ladies’ Christmas Tea 1 to 3 p.m. 
× Dec. 11 – Sanctuary and Lamplighters Classroom 

reserved – 4 to 7 p.m. (Piano recital) 

× Dec. 12 – Ladies Bible Study Christmas party – 12 
Noon (location to be determined) 

× Dec. 16 – Going Forward Widow/Widowers Group 
- 6 to 9 p.m. 

× Dec. 24 – Candlelight Service 7 p.m. 

× Dec. 25 – Christmas Day – NO Sunday School – 
Fellowship Time 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:00 am. 

× Dec. 26 – OFFICE CLOSED 

× Jan. 1, 2017 – Regular Worship schedule (Sunday 
school at your teacher’s discretion); Pork & 
Sauerkraut Luncheon after Worship 

× Jan. 2  - OFFICE CLOSED 
× Jan. 3 –Mary away - limited office hours 
× Jan. 6 – Serve a meal at Water Street Mission – 

3:15-6:30 p.m. 
× Jan. 6 to 8 – Youth Retreat 
× Jan. 10 – S.A.L.T. – 6 p.m. 
× Jan. 12 – CC Meal Prep 4 – 6 p.m. 

× Jan. 18 – Secretary medical leave begins 



 
 

DECEMBER 2016 YOUTH CALENDAR 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 2 3 

2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
Community Coat 
Giveaway 
2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
Community 
Christmas 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
6:15 p.m. 
Youth Nite 
7:00 p.m. 
Junior Knights 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
6:15 p.m. 
Youth Nite 
7:00 p.m. 
Junior Knight 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
6:15 p.m. 
Youth Nite 
7:00 p.m. 
Junior Knights 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
7:00 p.m. 

 
25 
NO Sunday 
School 
9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time 
10:00 a.m. 
Informal 
Worship service 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
6:15 p.m. 
Youth Nite 
7:00 p.m. 
Junior Knights 

29 
 

30 
 

31 

 

 

 



 
JANUARY 2017 YOUTH CALENDAR 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
Pork & Sauerkraut 
Dinner after 10:00 
Worship 

 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
5:30 p.m. 
Community 
Meal 
6:15 p.m. 
Youth Nite 
7:00 p.m. 
Junior Knights 
 

5 
 

6 
Youth Retreat 

7 
Youth Retreat 

8 
Youth return  

9 
 

10 
 

11 
6:15 p.m. 
Youth Nite 
7:00 p.m. 
Junior Knights 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
6:15 p.m. 
Youth Nite 
7:00 p.m. 
Junior Knights 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
6:15 p.m. 
Youth Nite 
7:00 p.m. 
Junior Knights 
 

26 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
Soup orders due! 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 

 


